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Before we get started……

• Best viewing 
– Close other programs or applications

• This will improve your viewing and sound quality

• Questions 
– Use the question section on your control panel
– Questions can be typed in at any time
– Answers will be given at the end



Presenter

Pedro Rubalcava



Prayer for the Fifth National Encuentro of Hispanic/Latino Ministry
God of Mercy,

You that went out to encounter
the disciples on the way to Emmaus,

grant us a missionary spirit
and send us forth to encounter

our brothers and sisters,
to walk along beside them,

listen to their hopes and dreams,
rekindle their faith

with the fire of your Word,
prepare them to recognize you

in the Eucharist
and send them as missionary disciples

to share the joy of the Gospel
to present and future generations

of every race, language and culture.
We ask you this

from our burning hearts
filled with the Holy Spirit,

in the Name of your beloved Son
and through the intercession of our Mother,

Mary of Guadalupe
Star of the New Evangelization

Amen.



What does Encuentro mean?
“An encounter between God and one’s self, which begins 
first and foremost by acknowledging that we are being 

encountered by our Creator who loves us infinitely.”
- Thomas J. Eggleston (What Pope Francis Means By a Culture of Encounter,

Houston Catholic Worker, Vol. XXXIV, No. 3, June-August 2015)

“A renewed personal encounter with 
Jesus Christ, or at least an openness to 

letting him encounter them.”
- Evangelii gaudium, Pope Francis



What is an Encuentro?
The process of Encuentro for Hispanic/Latino ministry has
been deeply ecclesial. It is motivated by reading the signs
of the times and convened by the bishops, who call the
Hispanic/Latino community to raise their voices.
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What is the V Encuentro?
The V Encuentro is a four-year process of ecclesial reflection 
and action that invites all Catholics in the United States to 
intense missionary activity, consultation, leadership 
development, and identification of best ministerial practices 
in the spirit of the New Evangelization. The V Encuentro is 
convened by the U.S. Bishops. The V Encuentro begins at the 
grassroots level and calls for the development of resources 
and initiatives to better serve the fast-growing Hispanic 
population in dioceses, parishes, ecclesial movements, and 
other Catholic organizations and institutions.



Why do we need a V Encuentro?
1. Respond to the emerging majority of Hispanic/Latinos 

who constitute 60% of all Catholics under 18 in the 
United States

2. Reach more than a million Hispanic/Latino Catholics 
through a process of new evangelization and 
missionary discipleship

3. Foster at least 20,000 new inter-culturally competent 
Hispanic/Latino leaders 

4. Expand the space for growth of leadership inclusion 
and ministerial responsiveness in parishes, dioceses, 
schools, and Catholic institutions



Why do we need a V Encuentro?

5. Engage the largest segment of Hispanic/Latino 
presence: second and third generation young people

6. Strengthen the Catholic identity of Hispanic/Latino 
families and their missionary discipleship

7. Invite all Catholics to live the Catholic Social 
Teachings and empower them to address their own 
human development



Missionary Disciples: Witnesses of God’s 
Love

Five Generative Themes
1. Called to a Loving Encounter 

with Jesus
2. With Words and Actions: Do it!
3. Walking Together with Jesus
4. Bearing Fruits of New Life
5. Celebrating the Joy of Being 

Missionary Disciples



The V Encuentro Goal
• The primary goal of the process of 

Encuentro is to discern the way in which 
the Church in the U.S. can better respond 
to the Hispanic/Latino presence, and to 
strengthen the way in which 
Hispanics/Latinos respond as Church to 
the call of the New Evangelization as 
missionary disciples serving the entire 
church. 

• The V Encuentro will help to discern the 
Church’s best pastoral and evangelizing 
response to Catholic parishes, dioceses, 
ecclesial movements, organizations, and 
institutions at a local, regional and 
national level



The V Encuentro Objectives

1. Call all Catholics in the United States to become 
authentic and joyful missionary disciples that give 
witness to God’s Love with a prophetic voice in a 
culturally diverse Church

2. Provide a renewed ecclesial vision that develops 
effective pathways to invite, engage and form Hispanic 
Catholic youth, young adults, and families to live out 
their baptismal vocation 

3. Invite all Catholic leaders to engage and accompany 
Hispanic Catholics who find themselves in the 
peripheries of the Church and society, particularly those 
who live in at-risk situations and are not actively 
involved in their faith community



The V Encuentro Objectives

4. Identify and promote opportunities for Hispanic 
Catholic pastoral leaders to serve at all ministerial 
levels of the Church and the larger society, and 
increase the number of protagonists in the New 
Evangelization

5. Stimulate a new wave of faith formation and leadership 
development initiatives that prepare Hispanic Catholics 
to share and celebrate the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and to become leaven for the Reign of God in society



Spirituality

The process of the V Encuentro
is enlivened by the spirituality 
of missionary disciples who 
know how to joyfully reach out 
to others and to accompany 
them in their daily life and 
faith.



Process
The process of the Encuentros is rooted in la base - the 
base communities. 
It begins with feedback at the local parish level that then 
moves to diocesan, regional, and national events.

Parishes
Schools

Lay Ecclesial
Movements
Universities

Dioceses
Regions

Nation



Participants
Participation will involve 175+ dioceses, thousands of 
parishes, parish leaders, educators, members of lay 
ecclesial movements, regional and national organization 
members, feedback from lay Catholics and those in the 
peripheries. We anticipate the participation of over 
1,000,000 Catholics in a span of 5 years. All ministries 
expected to be represented.



New Tools for the Encuentro Process
The V Encuentro will leverage 
new technologies such as 
social media, a mobile app, 
a monthly electronic 
newsletter, and building a 
network of thousands of 
national Hispanic leaders via 
the V Encuentro website: 
www.vencuentro.org.
The website will compile one 
of the most comprehensive 
lists of contacts for Hispanic 
Ministry leaders in the United 
States.



Timeline Movement Toward the Encuentro

2017
BEGIN MISSION ACTIVITY AND 
CONSULTATION AT THE 
GRASSROOTS

2014-2016



Timeline Movement Toward the Encuentro

2017
BEGIN MISSION ACTIVITY AND 
CONSULTATION AT THE 
GRASSROOTS

2014-2016

2018

2019
Post 
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Gatherings
And 
Concluding 
Document



Chronology of the V Encuentro
Date Event Place
Aug. - Nov. 2016 Forming and Training Parish and other Ministry Teams in Parishes 

and Ecclesial Movements
TBD by each (Arch)diocese 

Jan. – June 2017
Parish and Lay Ecclesial Movements, Ministries, etc. participate in 
the five-session V Encuentro Process that concludes with a Parish 
Encuentro Event

TBD by each parish and Ecclesial  
Movement

Sept. – Nov. 2017 Diocesan Encuentro TBD by each (Arch)diocese 

March – June 2018 Episcopal Regional Encuentros TBD by each of the 14 Episcopal Regions

September 20-23 , 
2018

V National Encuentro Fortworth, TX

February 2019 Production and Distribution of V Encuentro Concluding Document TBD 

March - May 2019 Regional Post V Encuentro Gatherings on the Concluding 
Document 

TBD by each Episcopal Region

Aug. - Nov. 2019 Diocesan Post V Encuentro Gatherings on the Concluding 
Document 

TBD by each (Arch)diocese (175+ 
events) 

Nov. - Dec. 2019 Parish Level Post V Encuentro Gatherings on the Concluding 
Document TBD by each parish 

2020 Implementation of the learnings, recommendations, and best 
practices at the national, regional, and local level



www.vencuentro.org



Music to accompany the V Encuentro



IGLESIA EN SALIDA/CHURCH ON A MISSION
Pedro Rubalcava
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Estrofas (Cantor)

1. Dios sale a nuestro encuentro
    por medio de Jesús, 
    quien nos llama a seguirlo
    iluminados por su luz.
    Somos muchos y diversos,
    cada quien con sus memorias,
    que salimos al encuentro
    a escribir la nueva historia.
2. Jesús nos acompaña
    caminando a nuestro lado,
    suscitando esperanza
    con los pobres y cansados.
    Somos los que han escuchado
    con ojos fijos en los suyos
    y corazones encendidos,
    no podemos resistirnos.

œ œ ˙
grí
vi

a
sion,

œ
con
pro

Verses (Cantor)

1. It is God who comes to meet us
    through the Teacher, Jesus Christ, 
    who then calls on us to follow
    on the path, led by the Light. 
    We are many and diverse,
    each with stories and with mem’ries 
    as we go forth to encounter
    and create a living history.
2. It is Jesus, the companion,
    who walks beside us on the way, 
    sharing hope with poor and lowly,
    with the outcast and dismayed. 
    We have heard the Word he’s spoken
    with our eyes fixed on his gaze, 
    irresistible the message,
    while our hearts are set ablaze.
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Text © 2016, Alejandro Aguilera-Titus, Hosffman Ospino and Pedro Rubalcava. Music © 2016, Pedro Rubalcava. 
Text and music published by OCP, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.

Text	©	2016,	Alejandro	Aguilera-Titus,	Hosffman Ospino and	Pedro	Rubalcava.	Music	©	2016,	Pedro	
Rubalcava.	Text	and	music	published	by	OCP,	5536	NE	Hassalo,	Portland,	OR	97213.	All	rights	reserved.



ARDÍA NUESTRO CORAZÓN/OUR HEARTS BURNED WITHIN US
Pedro Rubalcava
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Estrofa

    Ven, y acompaña a tu pueblo que te escucha.
    Y cuando nos llamas seguiremos tu buen camino.
    Nuestros corazones ardían al escucharte.
    Viva tu palabra en nuestro corazón.

Verse

    Come and walk beside us, let our eyes not fail to see you.
    May we recognize you when we hear your voice that calls us.
    And were not our hearts then aflame when we heard you speak?
    Come and speak to us, place your word in our hearts this day.
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© 2011, Pedro Rubalcava. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.

© 2011, Pedro Rubalcava. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.



Questions & Answers



Information
Contact us for more information! 

1-888-260-7206
productspecialist@ocp.org

Webinar Slides & Video
www.ocp.org/webinars

Survey
(Complete for a special offer)


