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Before we get started……

•  Best viewing 
–  Close other programs or applications

•  This will improve your viewing and sound quality

•  Questions 
–  Use the question section on your control panel
–  Questions can be typed in at anytime
–  Answers will be given at the end



Presenter

Pedro Rubalcava



Multilingual liturgy: the liturgy is divided among the languages spoken 
       by  groups of the parish


Multicultural liturgy:  involves more than language and uses various signs 

       and symbols that spring from a particular culture’s 
       interpretation of their Catholic faith


Intercultural liturgy:   is at the same time multi-lingual and multicultural 

       and also involves a sharing of preparation of the 
       various elements of the liturgy by the cultural groups 
       of the parish

What is intercultural liturgy?



Model of Worship  Liturgical Musicians  Decision-Making Process
	  
Showcase 	   	   	   	  guest	  appearance 	   	   	  prevailing	  culture	  manipulates	  
Ping-‐pong 	   	   	   	  choirs	  rotate	  singing 	   	  language	  slot-‐filling	  
Bi/mul9lingual	   	   	   	  choirs	  coopera9ng	   	   	  organized	  compliance	  
Bi/mul9cultural 	   	   	  assembly	  coopera9ng 	   	  dialogue	  exchange	  
Intercultural 	   	   	   	  assembly/choir	  united 	   	  reciprocal	  collabora9on	  peace	  
	  
	  
— From Theory to Practice, Today’s Liturgy, Ordinary Time 2, 2003, Rufino Zaragoza, OFM 

	  

Models of Bi/Multi-Lingual Music
in an Intercultural Context



Mutual Reciprocity

“When prepared with an attitude of mutual 
reciprocity, local communities might eventually 
expand from those celebrations that merely 
highlight their multicultural differences to 
celebrations that better reflect the intercultural 
relationships of the assembly and the unity 
that is shared in Christ." 
 
— Sing to the Lord, Music in Divine Worship, #59




“Preparing authentic “intercultural liturgy” 
requires a long-term commitment of the 
pastoral leadership of the parish 
(especially the Pastor himself) that 
prioritizes the development of a real 
intercultural parish identity and the 
empowering of all the cultural groups of 
the parish”
	  
—	  Liturgy	  in	  a	  Culturally	  Diverse	  Community:	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  A	  Guide	  Towards	  Understanding,	  FDLC,	  1998	  

What is intercultural liturgy?



“When  properly  understood,  cultural  diversity  is  not  a  threat  to 
Church  unity.  The  Holy  Spirit,  sent  by  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
transforms  our  hearts  and  enables  us  to  enter  into  the  perfect 
communion of the blessed Trinity, where all things find their unity. 
He builds up the communion and harmony of the people of God. 
The same Spirit  is  that harmony, just as he is the bond of love 
between the Father and the Son. It is he who brings forth a rich 
variety of gifts, while at the same time creating a unity which is 
never  uniformity  but  a  multifaceted  and  inviting  harmony. 
Evangelization joyfully 
acknowledges these varied treasures 
which the Holy Spirit pours out upon 
the Church. We would not do justice 
to the logic of the incarnation if we 
thought of Christianity as mono-cultural 
and monotonous.” 
—Evangelii Gaudium, #117



Making common prayer a natural 
part of parish life

“The goal of multicultural liturgy is not to celebrate 
cultural diversity…the goal of these celebrations is to 
celebrate what God has done for us in Jesus Christ, and 
what God continues to do for all humanity through, 
with, and in the Son who suffered, died, and rose again 
for our salvation. By its very nature, liturgy celebrates 
our common identity in Christ as Catholic Christians —
an identity that flows from our common baptism…the 
overarching goal of planning such celebrations is 
assisting a diverse assembly to find its unity in Christ 
rather than merely showcasing cultural differences.”

— Liturgy in a Culturally Diverse Community: 
     A Guide Towards Understanding, FDLC, 1998




Making common prayer a natural 
part of parish life

“The liturgy does not exhaust the entire activity 
of the Church. Before people can come to the 
liturgy they must be called to faith and 
conversion ….”

— Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, #9 
     Vatican Council II Documents



Making common prayer a natural 
part of parish life

“No liturgy, however welcoming and participatory, 
can substitute for a truly intercultural approach to 
pastoral care in the parish at large; such hospitality 
must inform all levels of parish life and not be 
limited to liturgical celebrations. If the only time 
the various members of a diverse parish 
community come together is at worship, these 
celebrations run the risk of being disconnected 
and artificial because they fail to reflect the life of 
the community.”
— Liturgy in a Culturally Diverse Community: 
    A Guide Towards Understanding, FDLC, 1998




Making common prayer a natural 
part of parish life

“The Church of the twenty-first century requires a 
profound conversion in spirit and in its institutions 
to reflect its own cultural pluralism, to address the 
needs of the whole Catholic community, and to 
further a genuine communion and solidarity among 
the diverse members of the Body of Christ.”

— Welcoming the Stranger Among Us: Unity in Diversity, 
     U.S. Catholic Bishops, 2000



Making common prayer a natural 
part of parish life

“The house of God is not holy because all are 
welcome. The house of God is holy because all 
belong.”

— Latino Catholicism: Transformation in America’s Largest    
    Church, Timothy Matovina



Making common prayer a natural 
part of parish life

The US bishops 1982 document, Music in 
Catholic Worship (MCW) wisely pointed out, 
“Each Christian must keep in mind that to live 
and worship in community often demands a 
personal sacrifice. All must be willing to share 
likes and dislikes with others whose ideas and 
experiences may be quite unlike their own.” 

— Liturgy in a Culturally Diverse Community: 
    A Guide Towards Understanding, FDLC, 1998



Inculturation

“The incarnation of the Gospel in autonomous cultures and at 
the same time the introduction of these cultures into the life 
of the church.” Inculturation signifies “an intimate 
transformation of the authentic cultural values by their 
integration into Christianity and the implantation of 
Christianity into different human cultures.”

INSTRUCTION: INCULTURATION AND THE ROMAN LITURGY
Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
Fourth instruction for the right application of the Conciliar Constitution on the Liturgy 
issued on March 29, 1994 




Inculturation

“The inculturation of the Christian life and of 
liturgical celebrations must be the fruit of a 
progressive maturity in the faith of the people.”

—Instruction: Inculturation and the Roman Liturgy, #5




Fundamental Principle
Here is to be found the fundamental principle of Christian liturgy 
and the kernel of its ritual expression:
“At the moment of his going to his Father, the risen Christ 
assures his disciples of his presence and sends them to proclaim 
the Gospel to the whole of creation, to make disciples of all 
nations and baptize them. On the day of Pentecost, the coming of 
the Holy Spirit created a new community within the human race, 
uniting all in spite of the differences of language, which were a 
sign of division. Henceforth the wonders of God will be made 
known to people of every language and culture. Those redeemed 
by the blood of the Lamb and united in fraternal communion are 
called from "every tribe, language, people and nation.”  
— Instruction: Inculturation and the Roman Liturgy, #13




Nature of the Liturgy

“…it is necessary to keep in mind the nature of the liturgy. It 
‘is, in fact the privileged place where Christians meet God 
and the one whom he has sent, Jesus Christ.’ It is at once the 
action of Christ the priest and the action of the church which 
is his body, because in order to accomplish his work of 
glorifying God and sanctifying mankind, achieved through 
visible signs, he always associates with himself the church, 
which, through him and in the Holy Spirit, gives the Father 
the worship which is pleasing to him.”

— Instruction: Inculturation and the Roman Liturgy, #21



Always the Celebration of the  
Paschal Mystery
“The liturgy is always the celebration of the paschal mystery of 
Christ, the glorification of God the Father and the 
sanctification of humankind by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Christian worship thus finds its most fundamental expression 
when every Sunday throughout the whole world Christians 
gather around the altar under the leadership of the priest, 
celebrate the eucharist, listen to the word of God, and recall 
the death and resurrection of Christ, while awaiting his 
coming in glory.” 

— Instruction: Inculturation and the Roman Liturgy, #24



Always the Celebration of the  
Paschal Mystery

“Liturgical celebrations cannot be separated 
from sound theological reflections, lest such 
celebrations fall into either rubricism (strictly 
external and repetitive) on one side and 
relativism (anything goes) and/or magical 
forms of ritual (superstitions) on the other. We 
must understand the why of what we celebrate 
before we apply the how of any celebration.”

— One Voice, Many Rhythms, 
     Juan J. Sosa, Pastoral Press, 2008




Guiding Goal

“The goal which should guide the inculturation of the Roman 
rite is that laid down by the Second Vatican Council as the 
basis of the general restoration of the liturgy: "Both texts and 
rites should be so drawn up that they express more clearly the 
holy things they signify and so that the Christian people, as 
far as possible, may be able to understand them with ease and 
to take part in the rites fully, actively and as befits a 
community.” 

— Instruction: Inculturation and the Roman Liturgy, #35



Music and Singing  
Have Pride of Place
“Music and singing, which express the soul of people, have 
pride of place in the liturgy. And so singing must be 
promoted, in the first place singing the liturgical text, so that 
the voices of the faithful may be heard in the liturgical actions 
themselves. In some parts of the world, especially mission 
lands, there are people who have their own musical traditions, 
and these play a great part in their religious and social life. 
Due importance is to be attached to their music and a suitable 
place given to it, not only in forming their attitude toward 
religion, but also in adapting worship to their native genius." 

— Instruction: Inculturation and the Roman Liturgy, #40



Music and Singing  
Have Pride of Place
“Great importance should therefore be 
attached to the use of singing in the 
celebration of the Mass, with due 
consideration for the culture of peoples  
and abilities of each liturgical assembly."  
 
— The General Instruction of the Roman Missal, #40
 



Music and Singing  
Have Pride of Place
“…the rich cultural and ethnic heritage of 
the many peoples of our country must also 
be recognized, fostered, and celebrated…
And calls for interaction and collaboration 
between peoples who speak various 
languages and celebrate their faith in the 
songs and musical styles of their cultural, 
ethnic, and racial roots. In order to do so 
effectively…”  
 
— Sing to the Lord, Music in Divine Worship, #57
 



Musical Forms

“Musical forms, melodies and musical instruments could be 
used in divine worship as long as they ‘are suitable, or can be 
made suitable, for sacred use, and provided they are in accord 
with the dignity of the place of worship and truly contribute to 
the uplifting of the faithful.’”

— Instruction: Inculturation and the Roman Liturgy, #40



Music Expression

“Among some peoples, singing is instinctively accompanied by 
hand-clapping, rhythmic swaying and dance movements on 
the part of the participants. Such forms of external expression 
can have a place in the liturgical actions of these peoples on 
condition that they are always the expression of true 
communal prayer of adoration, praise, offering and 
supplication, and not simply a performance.”

— Instruction: Inculturation and the Roman Liturgy, #42



Art and Environment
“The liturgical celebration is enriched by the presence of art, 
which helps the faithful to celebrate, meet God and pray. Art in 
the church, which is made up of all peoples and nations, should 
enjoy the freedom of expression as long as it enhances the 
beauty of the buildings and liturgical rites, investing them with 
the respect and honor which is their due. The arts should also be 
truly significant in the life and tradition of the people.
The same applies to the shape, location and decoration of the 
altar, the place for the proclamation of the word of God and for 
baptism, all the liturgical furnishings, vessels, vestments and 
colors. Preference should be given to materials, forms and colors 
which are in use in the country.”

— Instruction: Inculturation and the Roman Liturgy, #43



Pastoral Fundamentals

Develop intercultural skills
•  Grow in minority awareness
•  Cross-cultural understanding
•  Intercultural communication skills
•  Gatekeeper/cultural mentor

From Theory to Practice, Today’s Liturgy, 
Ordinary Time 2, 2003, Rufino Zaragoza, OFM





Pastoral Fundamentals

Move from product to process mentality
•  Practice patience
•  Visit rehearsals
•  Listen to stories/learn songs
•  Develop relationships

From Theory to Practice, Today’s Liturgy, Ordinary Time 2, 2003,
Rufino Zaragoza, OFM


 



Pastoral Fundamentals

Examine the decision making process
•  Who holds the power?
•  Include minority groups in decision making
 
From Theory to Practice, Today’s Liturgy, Ordinary Time 2, 2003, 
Rufino Zaragoza, OFM





Developing an Intercultural Spirituality
“Each Christian must keep in mind that to 
live and worship in community often 
demands a personal sacrifice.”

“…every cultural group may be called upon 
to ‘sacrifice’ something.”

“All the members of a multicultural 
community are called to a conversion of 
heart and mind in order for the parish to 
worship together.”

— Liturgy in a Culturally Diverse Community: 
    A Guide Towards Understanding, FDLC, 1998
 



Other Resources

Building Intercultural Competence for Ministers
Committee on Cultural Diversity in the Church, USCCB, 2012

Best Practices for Shared Parishes: So That They May All Be One
Committee on Cultural Diversity in the Church, USCCB, 2014
  



Questions & Answers



Polling Question

•  Did the webinar meet your expectations?
•  30 seconds 



Information
Contact us for more information! 

1-888-260-7206
productspecialist@ocp.org


Webinar Slides & Video
www.ocp.org/webinars


Next Webinar is April 15 at 9:00 am PDT

“Planning Liturgies for Your 
Culturally Diverse Community”


