
Spirit & Song All-Inclusive 
Digital Edition 

The	  Easiest	  Way	  to	  Use	  Contemporary	  
Music	  in	  Catholic	  Worship	  



Spirit & Song History 

•  1990’s: A new approach to Catholic 
songwriting began to emerge from youth 
ministry 

•  1999: OCP gathered the songs from 
various sources and created Spirit & Song 
as “pack ‘n’ go” songbook, Spirit & Song 1 

•  2005: Following the success of Spirit & 
Song 1, a follow-up resource of all new 
songs was released with several new 
songwriters 



Why a new hymnal now? 
•  Since 2005, new songs have been written 
•  Many songs have been written specifically with 

the liturgy in mind 
•  The Spirit & Song repertoire has become more 

complete 
•  Many songs in the first volumes have fallen out 

of favor, were not liturgical, or had theological 
errors 

•  Third edition of the Roman Missal 
•  We are in the era of the New Evangelization: 

new fervor, new methods, and new expressions 



Research Phase 

•  We conducted a “deep dive” into the 
minds and music rooms of music leaders 

•  Surveyed all subscribers to the Choose 
Christ series 

•  Surveyed all customers of Spirit & Song 
songbooks 

•  Conducted 17 focus groups in 6 cities and 
4 states for users of contemporary music 
in the liturgy 



What did we ask? 
•  Why do you choose Spirit & Song? 
•  What are the must-have songs? 
•  What songs do you no longer use? 
•  What additional resources do you need? 
•  How do you want these resources 

delivered? 



What did we discover? 
•  Spirit & Song helps in reaching youth and young 

adults 
•  OCP is a trusted source to vet songs for theological 

and liturgical suitability  
•  Usage reporting is necessary, but also a major pain 

point 
•  Ministers hold multiple licenses to gain access to 

songs from multiple publishers 
•  Migration from printed resource to digital delivery 
•  A desire for multiple instrument parts in order to bring 

a variety of young people into music ministry  



Selecting the songs 
•  Spirit & Song 1, Spirit & Song 2, Choose 

Christ, The Commons web series, GIA, WLP, 
and CCM 

•  In the committee of 7 people, there were: 3 
master’s in theology, 3 traveling evangelists, 
5 paid Church musicians 

•  The second theological review team was 
composed of 3 PhDs in theology 

•  Reached the balance asked for in the 
research 



What do you get with the subscription? 

•  Melody for congregation .gif and .pdf files 
•  Lyrics .gif and .pdf files 
•  .mp3 audio files  
•  Chord over text .pdf files 
•  Guitar and vocal harmony .pdf files 
•  Keyboard accompaniment .pdf files 
•  C, Bb, and Eb instrument 

accompaniment .pdf files  



Pain points for music ministers 
•  Pastors questioning theological content 
•  Providing team members with rehearsal 

resources  
•  Purchasing up to 4 licenses for the use of 

100 – 150 songs in their repertoire 
•  Team members using versions of songs 

that don’t match 
•  Including instrumentalists 
•  Writing arrangements for instrumentalists 
•  Carrying around bulky binders 
•  Keeping track of  song use order to 

provide accurate reporting 
•  Logging in to multiple sites to report usage 



Best solution for your ministry 
•  Songs from today’s most popular 

contemporary Catholic songwriters 
•  Songs from our evangelical brothers 

and sisters 
•  Songs from other Catholic publishers 
•  Access to all the instrument parts and 

assembly versions you would ever need 
•  The license and permission to project or 

reprint the songs completely included 
•  No need to purchase four separate 

licenses 
•  Compatible with iPad and other tablets 
•  No reporting! 























	  
	   

 
 

Questions? 



Spirit & Song All-Inclusive Digital Edition  
 

•  For more information, contact us:  
•  sales@ocp.org  
•  1-800-548-8749 ext. 7000 

•  Visit the website 
•  www.ocp.org/spirit-song-digital 

•  Survey 
•   Questions  
 
 


